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A belief in “Manifest Destiny” drove westward expansion after the Civil War.
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Plains Indian Nations ca. 1860, being pushed westward by settlement.
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Climax of Fetterman Massacre, Dec. 21, 1866
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Fetterman’s commands were transmitted by Adolph Metzger’s bugle calls.
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Adolph Metzger’s bugle, lost in battle, December 21, 1866.
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Ostensibly Lt. Col. George Washington Grummond’s sword, recovered after Fetterman Massacre.
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Ledger art showing comparative tactics of Plains Indians vs. US Infantry.
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Coup counting became too costly against firearm-equipped enemies.
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These types of coup count correspond to the next slide:
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Eagle feathers displaying types of coup strikes. (see prev. slide.)
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Springfield rifled muzzle loading muskets were manufactured ca. 1842 – 1863. Rate of fire could be as high as 3 rounds per minute: 1) tear open paper cartridge and pour in powder. 2) use cartr. paper as a patch below the ball. 3) ram patch & ball home. 4) push priming cap on nipple. 5) cock & fire. 
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US Army and civilian weapon examples of types used at the Fetterman.
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.58 caliber Minie Ball found at the battle site.
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Accurate and sufficient range but difficult to reload during battle. .58 cal. 
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1860 – 65 Spencer 7 shot .56 cal. metallic cartridge-firing carbine. Issued near end of Civil War & during beginning of Indian Wars. Succeeded by Remington 50-70 and 45-70 Trapdoor carbine and rifle.
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Spencers were loaded through a buttstock magazine tube with 7 rounds of metallic cartridges. Gun had to be half-cocked first, then lever operated to eject and reload, hammer to full cock before firing. 20+ rounds per minute.
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Lakota, Cheyenne, Arapahoe and other tribes cooperated to resist incursions into treaty-established domains.
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Among the most effective Indian weapons during hand-to-hand fighting were clubs and hatchets and knives.
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Contemporary studio photograph of a Lakota warrior with a one-knife gunstock club. He also is wearing a ‘’peace medal’, a common gift.
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A ‘skull-cracker’ club mounted to a long flexible handle probably the most lethal weapon at the Fetterman.
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Plains bows, often backed with laminated sinew and/or horn and strung with sinew bowstrings are posed with arrows tipped with iron or steel. A skilled archer could launch 20 – 30 arrows in a minute. Spent arrows often were picked up and reused immediately during a battle.
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Points could be knapped stone, sharpened bone, or iron/steel bought in trading or made from iron pots or barrel bands. Some were fletched in such a way as to spiral accurately through the air.
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An iron-tipped arrow that remade Europe. Saxon King Harold is killed by an arrow to the eye socket at the Battle of Hastings. The Saxons were defeated by the Normans under William the Conqueror, October 14, 1066.
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Detail from the Baxeux Tapestry, ca. 1070.
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Indian weapons typical of the Fetterman fight, Dec. 21, 1866
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Iron points and ‘bird blunts’ (the ones with thick striking points).
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Within a week Eastern newspapers and magazines were publishing speculative articles and illustrations of the Fetterman fight.
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Indian weapons: powerful bows with metal-tipped arrows; single shot flint or percussion trade muskets and pistols: captured 6 shot revolvers; knives, warclubs; trade knives….
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….lances, stoneheaded clubs, tomahawks/hatchets, skinning knives, running horses, bowstrings on bows to loop over troopers’ heads….
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Cavalrymen and officers carried Spencer repeating carbines, revolvers, swords or sabers. Mounted infantry carried Springfield muzzle-loading muskets and possibly some revolvers.
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Two civilian contractors who accompanied the Federal troops privately owned new 15 shot Henry repeating rifles loaded with rimfire .44 cartridges. Note: rapid firing but slow to reload.
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Henry rifles were loaded from the front. A long feed spring was retracted; the front section of the barrel along with the compressed spring were twisted left; 15 cartridges dropped into the empty tubular magazine; the muzzle section twisted back and spring released.  Lever in a round. Time elapsed: 1 + minutes.
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Right side, Henry 1860 rifle. Note absence of loading gate. Gun’s magazine tube was loaded from the front. (Common Western movie error: prop gun Henrys being side gate loaded.) 1866 Winchesters had side gates.
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Colt.44 Army percussion revolver. 6 shots. Difficult to reload under combat conditions. Would be reloaded during pauses in battle but at the Fetterman there probably were no significant pauses that would permit reloading.  Reloading entailed filling 6 chambers with powder and ball one-by-one and compressing with the ramming lever system.  Then 6 tiny percussion caps would have to be squeezed onto  to 6 nipples. Reloading time: 1 – 3 minutes.
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Another Army Colt .44 cap and ball revolver. Note absence of reinforcing top strap. Captured Colts and Remingtons were fairly common among Indians during the Great Sioux War and other conflicts.
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Remington .44 Army percussion revolver. Note robust frame with a top strap for strength.
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Fort Phil Kearny, ca. 1866 just after completion following the Fetterman fight. 3900 feet of 8 foot high stockade walls. 550+ inhabitants at its peak. 2 howitzers. 4 miles from nearest useable timber and hayfields. Burned completely by Cheyenne in 1868 following the Treaty of Laramie. Now a national monument. Originally built with two others to defend the Bozeman Trail which was closed permanently following the Fetterman Massacre.
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Mountain Howitzer, known to the Indians as a “wagon-gun”. Range up to 1200 yards. Design predated Civil War. Used until 1890’s.
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“Wagon Gun” – 12 lb. Mountain Howitzer, range 1200 yards. Photo from Fetterman Massacre monument.
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Civil War photo of a larger type 12” howitzer. It is unclear which type was actually at Fort Phil Kearny. This one had a one mile range and the mountain howitzer had a ¾ mile range.
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Mountain howitzer coupled to it caisson. The barrel and carriage could be dismantled and carried on two mules or pack horses.
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Type of munition used at Fort Phil Kearny by 12” howitzers. Fuse could be set for different ranges before detonation over an enemy force.
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The book, THE RIDGELINE refers to a 1200+ yard range on a spherical shell but this chart only shows a 1005 range, so, was the longer range howitzer used at Ft. Phil Kearny?
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Bugler Adolph Metzger may have been killed early in the fight although he may have survived until near the end.
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Metzger’s bugle, recovered and cleaned.
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Margaret Carrington & Frances Grummond. Both women spent the remainder of their lives defending their spouses’ reputations besmirched by the Fetterman Massacre.
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