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Tax Reform 
• Tax Cuts and Jobs Act of 2017 will have broad impact on colleges and 

universities
• Charitable giving and endowments 

• How will the changes impact giving?

• New endowment excise tax

• Treatment of tax-exempt organizations 
• New executive compensation excise tax

• New UBIT rules

• BUT forthcoming guidance (JCT Blue Book, IRS regs) will determine 
extent of impact on higher education  
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NACUBO Experts Appeared In…
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Advocacy Alerts

Nov. 3

“Congress sets 
aggressive tax reform 
timeline”
•went to 1,817 people

Nov. 21

“New Tax Plan Works 
Squarely Against 
Affordability”

• went to 41,917 people

Nov. 28

“Help protect giving 
and ask lawmakers to 
fix the tax reform 
provisions that impact 
colleges”
• went to 2,710 people

Dec. 6

“Which tax reform 
issues remain in play?” 
(private colleges)

• went to 1,229 people

Dec. 6

“Which tax reform 
issues remain in play?” 
(public colleges)

• went to 977 people

Dec. 20

“Together, we made a 
difference on the final 
tax bill.”

• went to 41,641 people
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You were talking to me?
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NACUBO also created a portal to 
advocate for the entire nonprofit sector.

“Join the movement to #protectgiving
and ask lawmakers to fix the provisions 
that create new taxes that will raise 
operating costs or badly hurt the ability 
of nonprofits—including colleges and 
universities—to educate, heal, nourish, 
and serve our nation.”

This campaign focused on bringing 
attention to the elimination of the 
charitable deduction for more than 31 
million taxpayers and highlighting the 
provisions that create new taxes for 
nonprofit entities in legislation that was 
meant to simplify the tax code and cut 
taxes.

Take Action Today

“Text ACTNOW to 52886”
(The campaign is no longer live.)
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External Collaboration and Coordination
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Behold!
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Freedom of Speech on Campus
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Sept. 2017

• NBC News and Wall Street Journal poll:

• 49% of Americans agreed with the statement that a four-year degree “is worth the cost 
because people have a better chance to get a good job and earn more money over their 
lifetime” 

• 47% said that a degree is not worth the cost “because people often graduate without specific 
job skills and with a large amount of debt to pay off.”

July 2017

• A poll by House Majority PAC finds:

• 57% said a college degree “would result in more debt and little likelihood of landing a good-
paying job.”

• 83% said a college degree was “no longer any guarantee of success in America.”

July 2017

• Pew Research Center poll finds:

• 58% of Republicans say colleges have a negative effect on the "way things are going" in the 
United States.
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NACUBO Value of Higher Education Initiative


